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to oppose Senator Hartnett even though, as I indicated on
General File, I attempted to do this same thing. I t h i n k i t
is appropriate, now that we' ve got the l egis l a t i v e d e b a t e ,
the legislative intent, that we r ecognize t h a t w e d o h av e
here a veh i c l e t o cause us t o ser i ous l y l o ok at t h i s
situation. Thank you, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Ma y we have order i n t he Chamber, p l eas e .
(Gavel. ) The co n v ersa t i o n l e ve l i s r ea l l y t oo h i g h t o h e a r
the s p e aker ver y wel l . The Ch a i r r ec ogn i z e s Senator
Higgins , w h o i s nex t i n speaking or d e r . There y ou are.
S enator H i g g i n s .

S ENATOR HIGGINS: Thank y ou , Mr. President. I supp ort
Senator Hartnett's amendment. As you all know, I' ve always
supported special education. I understand it is the intent
language only that he wants to strike, fund reimbursement
for special e ducation program costs o f scho ol age ,
handicapped children, freeze it so that for 1985, 1986,
t hose ch i l d r e n who need he l p t h e mos t wi l l b e penal i z ed .
Two years ago my legxslative aide spent probably the whole
summer going through the Omaha Public School system and
trying to find out about special education. One of t he
things we found that t hey were d o i n g wa s t he y were u s in g
such cheap paper for the books that they taught the mentally
retarded with that when a retarded person would try to read
the book t h e pape r w a s s o c h e a p that as they would hold a
page up like this the print on the other side would show
through N ow that would be difficult at most for you and I
t o r e ad . Bu t t o b e a re t a r ded p e r so n and h a v e t o t ry t o
figure out which words you were supposed to b e read i n g i s
something else. That is how cheap Omaha Public Schools are
in their special education. I f t h i s i s on l y i n t e n t l an g u age
I would like to know why it doesn't appear with every agency
that we are funding. Is there anything in the intent
l anguage sa y i n g we wi l l pu t a cap o n and f r eeze t h e
University of Nebraska's budget to send them a message? Is
there a cap on any university saying you are going to have
the same budget for ' 86 as you had i n ' 84, because spec i a l
education is always a ye a r i n ar r e ar s i n b ei ng funded.
This, to me, is " bul l y i s m . " You ar e p i c ki n g o n t h o se w h o
are least able to defend themselves. How many thousands of
dol l a r s d o w e g i v e e ac h yea r fo r t h e b r i l l i an t i n t e l l ect u a l
to come to the University of Nebraska, the one who is most
capable of taking care of himself, of ea r n i n g a l i v i n g . Ye t
the intent here is teach them a lesson, freeze the money for
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